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The foreword to Witness to Roswell, by former astronaut Edgar Mitchell, provides support for the book’s findings. On return visits to Roswell as a local boy made good, the locals would approach him wanting to share their experiences, including harsh threats made to parents and families by the military, should the true events be discussed. Others, associated with the Roswell funeral home, the sheriff’s office, and the press and radio media made passing reference to their knowledge of the official silencing of the truth of the Roswell Incident at various social events Mitchell attended. He notes that in the last 30 years, evidence for the authenticity of not only the Roswell Incident, but alien visitation in general has become overwhelming. 
In July 1947, something crashed in the high desert of eastern New Mexico. A few days later, a press release from Roswell Army Airfield announced that the 509th Bomb Group had “captured” a flying saucer. A few hours later however, a press conference  held at the Eighth Air Force HQ in Fort Worth Texas announced that the “flying saucer” was nothing more than a weather balloon. That was how things stood until 30 years later, in 1978, when Jesse Marcel, intelligence officer of the 509th Bomb Group, broke the silence. By the early 1990s, several books were written on this subject, and more followed. Most of these books were “pro event”, as was the 2009 book Witness to Roswell now being reviewed. At least one book, Roswell Inconvenient Facts and the Will to Believe, 2001, upholds the official narrative of the story, that nothing unusual happened at Roswell in July 1947.
According to the “pro event” account, included in Witness to Roswell, there were  two debris fields; one reported by Mack Brazel with a small amount of debris at the Foster ranch, and a second that is at the heart of the issue: an alleged crashed air vehicle and "alien bodies", with a huge debris field. According to this account, the debris and bodies were possibly flown to several locations, and severe security measures were taken in the Roswell area. 
Pflock has presented some reasonable arguments. For example, from historic documents, he refutes the notion that Lincoln LaPaz,  an astronomer from the University of New Mexico and meteor specialist,   officially reported  the Roswell object to be extraterrestrial. Frank Kaufmann was eventually determined to be a fraud. He also reasonably asks why a bomber be selected to deliver a “crate” containing alleged alien bodies when C-54 transports were available? Just using a standard cargo plane to haul a crate would be much less suspicious.  Although Pflock confirms the July 8 1947 FBI telex message that  material was taken to Wright field, in contradiction to General Roger Ramey’s press conference statement,  he alleges the telex speaks of the debris as  resembling  a weather balloon. That said, Pflock was a “former” CIA intelligence officer, with an apparent agenda in writing his book.  
In 1994, the Air Force stated that what had crashed was a high flying contraption of multiple weather balloons and radar targets. The mission was classified, but the materials were the same as a weather balloon. Rubber, tin foil, and balsa wood.  Then, in 1997, the Air Force offered another explanation, for long held rumors and eyewitness accounts of small alien bodies allegedly being recovered from the crash site. Witnesses had seen six foot mannequins used in high altitude parachute drops in New Mexico in the 1950s, or victims of a plane crash in 1956. The 10 year discrepancy was attributed to “time compression” on unwitting witnesses. Pflock buys both of these arguments, despite the fact that even the hard core debunker  Phillip Klass laughed at the 1997 explanation.

Pflock  notes  the initial lack of military interest in the event, then suddenly high military interest requiring security measures. He argues this was reasonable because the military was concerned about a secret balloon being discovered.  Although the Mogul balloon project was classified, the materials were largely off the shelf: rubber, foil, and wood, plus batteries and a small quantity of instrumentation. Whatever electronics might have been classified  would not be recognized as significant by the general public.

Further, why would it take so long for the military to become aware of a lost piece of top secret hardware that civilians easily found? Official Mogul balloon launches were tracked by radar and aircraft.  An unknown number of unofficial Mogul balloons of various types were launched during the program, and recovery was never attempted; their remnants scattered all over N M and at least as far north as Colorado. It is not known for certain what Mogul remnants may have found their way to the Foster ranch.  This is all acknowledged in Pflock’s book. Why is it then that this particular Mogul debris was the focus of so much military attention; that this particular Mogul debris had the privilege of being transported all the way to Wright field in Dayton OH?
Witness goes further; claiming that no credible witnesses have come forward with a balloon explanation at any crash location. On the other hand, dozens of credible eye witnesses, military and civilian, have come forward out of a witness pool of six hundred who believe this was an extraterrestrial event. The eye witnesses span the entire timeline of events, from discovery and recovery of the UFO and its crew, military death threats to Roswell inhabitants, initial transport to RAAF, attempted autopsy; flight to Ft Worth, and flight to Wright Patterson. A growing number of military and civilian witnesses are providing deathbed testimony confessing to direct knowledge about non-human bodies from Roswell, including a survivor of the crash. One named witness also allege the US military invaded homes, smashing objects, cutting open and emptying feed bags and food stocks, looking for any “souvenirs” locals they may have taken. Many witnesses have described memory materials, that would resume a flat shape after being crumpled, and strange writing on some I-beam shaped elements.
Pflock dismisses all witnesses who reported anything other than a balloon, asserting that the debris recovered came from a crashed Mogul balloon, despite the fact that no one reported balloon debris. This includes RAAF personnel; Commanding Officer William Blanchard and base intelligence officer Jesse Marcel, as well as many other base personnel. RAAF was the military base which was entrusted with the management and delivery of the top secret atomic bombs which were dropped on Japanese cities that ended WWII in 1945. The witness list also includes numerous local civilians. All these witnesses are suspect, discredited, disparaged,  “practical jokers”, “Loose cannons”. Their accounts are “highly questionable”, “sketchy”,” unreliable”, “exaggerated”, and “tenuously associated ”.  It is almost inconceivable that the leadership at RAAF, as well as dozens of other local military and civilians, could be so devious, suspect, unreliable, and incompetent as Pflock suggests.
Pflock rightly notes valid concerns with Witness co-author Donald R. Schmitt’s credibility that has caused researcher Kevin Randle to sever their association. Irena Scott, also a UFO researcher, in her book UFOs Today, notes that Witness authors  Carey, Schmitt, and Anthony Bragalia have been involved in major hoaxes, and that Schmitt has admitted he faked the “smoking gun” Haut “affidavit” in Witness. 
Nevertheless, Scott, who has worked at Battelle Memorial Institute, DIA (Defense Intelligence Agency), and has been stationed at WPAFB, confirms statements made by Bragalia in his intriguing study in Appendix IV of Witness. Battelle, headquartered in Columbus OH, is a private organization engaged in advanced research and development and in the commercialization of technological innovation. Battelle operates and manages 6 US national labs, including Oak Ridge, Lawrence Livermore, and Brookhaven. Battelle is close to Wright Patterson AFB, and its R&D specializes in advanced metallurgy and materials science. Battelle is historically recognized as the author of Project Blue Book Special Report 14, a statistical study of UFO sightings, for the US Government. 
Scott finds that Long before Roswell made the headlines, Battelle employees believed that special materials were studied there, though there is no proof that these were from Roswell. In her interview with a former Battelle employee Nick Nicholson, Elroy John Center claimed that at Battelle his team was presented with “parts” that were said to be from a flying saucer. The task was to determine what the characters of apparent writing on the parts meant.
Two “progress reports” on titanium and nickel were allegedly issued by Battelle to Wright Patterson AFB following the Roswell crash. Scott notes the existence of the “Second Progress Report Covering the Period September 1 to October 21, 1949 on Research and Development of Titanium Alloys”, which refers to a phase diagram that is required to make a nickel titanium memory metal, officially introduced by the US Naval Ordinance Lab in the 1962-3 frame time as Nitinol. It is but a short step to Bragalia’s and others conjecture that in the months following the Roswell incident, Battelle was contracted by WPAFB to test and develop a “memory metal” discovered at Roswell. Scott also points out that Battelle began its titanium studies immediately after Roswell, and that after 1947, lab interest in titanium spiked.  Several Battelle sources thought Battelle did conduct materials research on UFOs. Some even said this was common knowledge. Sources at Battelle said those selected to investigate alien artifacts were initially told they would be working with Soviet materials.
Perhaps a balloon was indeed the center of activity in the July 1947 Roswell incident, but in my opinion Pflock’s arguments do nothing to prove it.  Although the truth may never be known, something special seems to have happened in July 1947 at Roswell. 
