Mirage men: An Adventure into Paranoia, Espionage, Psychological Warfare, and UFOs

By Mark Pilkington, Skyhorse Publishing, 2010
For excellent reviews, see Bryan Parks and The Guardian in Amazon reviews:
http://www.amazon.com/Mirage-Men-Adventure-Espionage-Psychological/product-reviews/1602398003/ref=dp_top_cm_cr_acr_txt?showViewpoints=1
This is an interesting and perplexing book. On the one hand it states that the USAF/CIA was behind the “invention” of the concept of UFOs, while on the other hand it constantly reminds us what a nightmare UFOs were to the USAF. Should try to figure out what this book is saying in more detail. 

In 1979, Paul Bennewitz, a brilliant engineer and physicist, who provided The Air Force and NASA

With instrumentation via his company Thunder Scientific, began filming strange lights near Kirtland AFB. He thought these were highly advanced aircraft piloted by ETs. He shared his views with the Air Force.

The AF could have easily said something like “these are our own advanced aircraft, so just ignore them and don’t tell anyone what you have seen. Instead, AFOSI did not just encourage Bennewitz, but provided fake data to support his beliefs that would eventually bring him to the brink of madness. This was accomplished with the help of Richard Doty, who befriended Bennewitz and steered him deeper into a War of the Worlds fantasy.
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In 1947 (?) it was decided that the AF would begin a discreet study, called Project Sign. Project Sign’s greatest concern were that the saucers were Soviet aircraft derived from Nazi experimental designs, but after comparing German blueprints with reports of saucer capabilities, they concluded the saucers were not of human origin, and published a top secret Estimate of the Situation.

Air Force Chief of Staff Hoyt Vandenberg was so enraged that he ordered all copies of the Estimate be destroyed. Sign’s final report, dated autumn 1949, played down the ET hypothesis.
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Project Sign was secretly transformed into Project Grudge in Feb 1949, with the express purpose of publicly playing down flying saucer sightings. Although they at first succeeded, in December of 1949 the magazine True published  an article by former Navy Marine and fiction author Major Donald Heyhoe entitled Flying Saucers are Real.  In March 1950, True published a second piece by another Navy man, Commander Robert McLaughlin, who ran the Navy section of the White Sands Missile Testing  Range at Alamagordo, N.M. entitled How Scientists Tracked a Flying Saucer. These two articles undid all the work the AF had done to debunking flying saucers, and also made the UFO issue a respectable topic for millions of serious educated Americans.
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Whether well established inter-service rivalry was the real motivation of the two articles is not clear, but it is likely that the AF, Navy, and intelligence services were all exploiting the UFO issue to their own ends. 
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folklorists have a word for the process whereby folktales bleed into reality; they call it “ostension”. But when these tales are given a kick start by intelligence agencies, I think we can simply call it deception.

P 71

The UFO situation reached an embarrassing … climax on the nights of July 19-20 1952, when a number of UFOs blipped onto the radar screens at Washington DC National Airport. Seven objects were tracked 15 miles from the capitol city, gradually homing in on  the White House at 100 mph.

By 1959, Leon Davidson suggested the Washington UFOs had been a deliberately staged test of advanced electronic counter measures (ECM) In the Feb/March issue of Saucer News, he described the basic ECM technology available to the USAF by 1950.

A March 1957 article from Aviation Research and Development discussed how radar ghosting technology had been improved and was now being released into the civilian domain.

“A new radar moving target simulator system which generates a display of up to 6 individual targets  on any standard radar indicator has been developed. Target positions, paths, and velocities can simulate realistic flight paths…”

It seems someone was using this technology to test pilots and radar operators.

In their book The Roswell Incident, Moore and Berlitz list a number of astronaut UFO incidents allegedly covered up by the space agency. “Most spectacular is their claim that the landing site of the historic Apollo 11 mission had to be relocated at the last minute because the initial location was ‘crawling’ with other ‘spacecraft’. The book included an alleged transcript  of a terrified exchange between pilot Buzz  Aldrin and Mission Control, an inclusion that led to Aldrin bringing a lawsuit against the two authors.”

[Note the author does not take issue with “astronaut UFO incidents”]
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The same issue of Amazing Stories featured a terrifying tale by Richard Shaver  of alien kidnapping. Nobody reading Amazing Stories in 1946 could have known the circle wing plane, renamed the flying saucer, would be a reality within a year, or that Shaver’s nightmare vision of abduction by aliens would happen for real a decade later.
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