swami gopalananda review of narby books

Narby deflection

Narby has written or collaborated on four books written in English:

The Cosmic Serpent: DNA and the Origins of Knowledge by Jeremy Narby  (Apr 5, 1999)  
Shamans Through Time: 500 Years on the Path to Knowledge by Jeremy Narby and Francis Huxley  
(Apr 23, 2001)  
Intelligence in Nature by Jeremy Narby  (Mar 2, 2006)  
The Psychotropic Mind: The World according to Ayahuasca, Iboga, and Shamanism by Jeremy Narby, Jan Kounen and Vincent Ravalec  (Nov 25, 2009)  
The Cosmic Serpent rated 4.2 of 5 stars in 116 reviews. Intelligence in Nature rated 4.2 stars in 23 reviews. Ascent Magazine wrote a telling review of Intelligence: 

“… it's possible that The Cosmic Serpent was more than Western science could handle, which may be one reason why Intelligence in Nature is so tentative and inconclusive. Once bitten, twice shy, perhaps. In 1997, following publication of The Cosmic Serpent, Harvard biophysicist Jacques Dubochet roundly criticized Narby for insufficiently testing his hypothesis about DNA and universal intelligence. Accusing Narby of "blindly charging down the wrong path," Dubochet made it clear that in his opinion Narby had succumbed to the least responsible path of science.”

“But it was never meant to be a formal scientific inquiry. Jeremy Narby is an anthropologist, not a scientist, and his intent clearly was to use his own experience to inspire us to think more deeply about our intelligence and what our potential could be. Subjective experience is not admissible to established scientific methodology, which is fine for science. But for the rest of us, personal experience is the only real knowledge there is. That's where Jeremy Narby is strongest, and where he can be an inspiration for all of us. He's done it once, he can do it again.

- Swami Gopalananda
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