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In 2006, Richard Tarnas' third book, Cosmos and Psyche: Intimations of a New World View, was published. The core argument of Cosmos and Psyche rests on the claim that the major events of Western cultural history are consistently and meaningfully correlated with the observed angular positions of the planets. The book received favorable reviews in Tikkun magazine, an anthroposophical journal, and the web magazine Reality Sandwich, but was panned in the Wall Street Journal.
From Amazon review by Steve Baughman:
Tarnas says that his accumulated correlations hit "a critical mass" (pp. 107-108.) But numbers only reach critical mass within some specified context. And Tarnas never gives us that context. Indeed, he seems unaware of the need for such context. Consider this: there have been 1000 occasions in which I thought about my mother and she then called me within 5 minutes. We may choose to find something deeply metaphysical here. But we should really assign zero meaning to the data until we know how many times I thought of my mother and she did not call, and how many times she called when I was not thinking about her…

Tarnas' discussion of the Mars Effect (the alleged positive correlation between Mars in a birth chart and athletic eminence) disturbs me. He tells us of the "positive results of (Michel) Gauquelin’s study and their replication by others." (p.76.) But interested readers should google and read the very thorough article "Is the Mars Effect Genuine?" It was published in 1997 (nine years before Cosmos and Psyche) in the Journal of Scientific Exploration and is quite devastating to Gauquelin and his methods. Whatever one feels about its conclusions, the fact that Tarnas does not mention this article is troubling.
